
The year is flying by and we are once again getting prepared for the annual state wide 

assessment, the PSSA’s. Students in grades 3-6 will be tested in English Language Arts 

and Math. Students in grade 4 will also be tested in Science. The 2
nd

 grade will be 

completing the Terra- Nova assessment. We will begin testing on Monday, April 11 – Wednesday, April 20
th
.  You 

will receive information about the test, test security, and your support; it will be coming home in the next few days. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me with questions or concerns. In preparation for the test, students in gym class 

have been learning about the Growth Mindset and GRIT which is the ability for students to learn that success can 

change with effort. This year our motto for GRIT is (Give it your all, Redo if necessary, Ignore giving up, Take time 

to do it right). The message and emphasis of a growth mindset and GRIT is that students have the ability to do 

anything if they try their best and that is what we are asking of the students. Throughout the testing period we will 

be reinforcing students who have been putting in the extra effort during this testing period.  Please be sure to 

reference the PSSA spirit packet for more information. We will be having a parent night to discuss the Growth 

Mindset and GRIT on Monday, April 4th at 6:00 pm.  

Please make sure your child is well rested and arrives to school on time. We will most likely receive the results 

from the tests during the summer months.  Detailed reports will be sent home with the students early next school 

year informing you of their achievements.  We are all hopeful that our hard work and dedication in preparing our 

students to be successful on these assessments will translate into results that we can all be proud of.  

We are continuing our Leader in Me Habits, by 

working on Habit # 6 which is Synergize. This 

habit reminds us the importance of working 

together. 

 

 

 

Pr inc ipa l ’s  Message  
No School: 

 April 29th —  No 

School Teacher In-

Service  

April 2016 

C a r n e g i e  E l e m e n ta ry  

March Hudson Heroes 

K Palmer Weil, Milina Eitel, Ny’Airah Moore, Lucas Arnold 

1st Emma Arnold, Gabriella Sciulli, Sophia Chapman, Austin Gonze, Blayke 

Mayfield 

2nd  Andrew Goodman, Brianna Tomina, Isaac Lester 

3rd Vanessa Porter, Eva Mattucci, Paije Donahue 

4th James Salyards, Carlos Hudson, Sabrina McGuire, Emily Supinsky 

5th Haylee Boggs, Lily Barber, Nathaniel Vogel 

6th Mary Duffy, Erin Coyne 

Congratulations to Halie Stile who was our 

February winner, she enjoyed lunch with 

Chief Kennedy, Mrs. Hanley, and Mrs. 

Hudson at Denny’s. 



6th Grade Buddies  

6th graders have the unique op-

portunity to volunteer to be bud-

dies in the Autistic support class-

room. During their recess Mrs. 

Uhrin, our speech therapist and 

Mrs. Lee our guidance counselor 

facilitate activities for the group 

to work on.  This reverse inclu-

sion model aides with teaching 

social skills, team work, ac-

ceptance and fosters friendship. Our 6th graders teach students how to play common games as well as teach appropri-

ate birthday and movie theater behavior. This is a unique opportunity for ALL of the students at Carnegie Elementary.  

 

April is Autism 

Awareness Month 

In an effort to support the 

research and families that 

have children with Autism 

we are holding a fundraiser 

for the Autism Society of 

Pittsburgh.  This year we will 

be competeing with Crafton 

Elementary to see who can 

raise the most money.  



The Finch is a new robot for computer science education. Its design is 
the result of a four year study at Carnegie Mellon's CREATE lab. The 
Finch is designed to support an engaging introduction to the art of pro-

gramming. The Finch was designed to allow students to write richly 
interactive programs. We were awarded the robots through a loan pro-
gram, we will have the robots until May. Students work together to pro-
gram and operate the robots during their STEAM exploratory.  

 

               Finch’s Invade Carnegie 

Non-Fiction Reading 

During the month of February students were  

challenged to read 20 minutes of Non-Fiction 

text every day. Students submit-

ted facts of information they 

learned daily.  The facts were 

read during the morning an-

nouncements. Students that 

had 100% participation were 

given a prize and recognition for 

their participation. Way to go, 

Carnegie!  

 

KIDS of Steel Prep for the Race 

 

 

 

Kids of Steel participants start their Friday mornings get-

ting their blood flowing! Students come to the gym from 8:00-

8:25 to work on their cardiovascular endurance in order to be 

ready for the Kids of Steel race. They participate in various 

group and individual running activities. Their hard work will pay 

off on race day when they run through downtown Pittsburgh on 

April 30, 2016!  



 

Habit #6 — Synergize 
 I value other people’s strengths and learn from them. 

 I get along well with others, even people who are different than me.  

 I work well in groups. 

 I seek out other people’s ideas because I know that by teaming with others, we can create better  

solutions than any one of us can alone. 

 I look for third alternatives.  

When we synergize, we accomplish far more than we would have on our own. Two ideas together can lead to a 

third, better idea. Two people working together can complete a task in less time than just one person. We learn 

that working with other people will take us further than we would have been able to go by ourselves. 

 

How can you encourage Habit #6 at home? 

 Encourage your child to synergize (work together) with a sibling or a friend. If both clean one room, it will be 

the best use of time and that will leave more time for things you want to do.  

 With your child, make a list of situations where synergizing would be a benefit.  

 Model it. Your child picks up on everything you do. Point out ways that you synergize during the week—your 

child may not notice and it would be a benefit to bring it to their attention.  

Lost and Found 

Please remind your child to look 

through it if they are missing any 

hats, gloves, coats jackets and 

even shoes. All items will be do-

nated if not claimed.  

Weather permitting,  

recess will be held  

outdoors!  Be sure to send 

your child with a jacket 

and with appropriate  

footwear! 



Countdown to the PSSA and Terra Nova: 

With the PSSA a week away, our teachers are looking for creative and effective ways to maximize the  

remaining instructional time to provide our students with the necessary tools that are needed to become  

Proficient or Advanced in both reading and math.  It is imperative that all students are in school during these  

assessments and report on time, as modifications to daily schedules will occur in order to create a conductive 

testing environment for all students.  The testing calendar is listed below. 

 

 

                   Terra Nova   April 25– April 27, 2016                2  

Parent Tips to Help Prepare Your Student for Standardized Testing 

 

What your student is learning on a daily basis builds the foundation for being able to demonstrate high achieve-

ment on tests. During the weeks leading up to the TEST begin to talk with your student about the importance of 

giving their best effort during testing. The following thoughts will help you in preparing your child for being ready 

to give the test his or her all. 

The Night Before: 

 Help your child get to bed on time. Research shows that being well-rested helps students do better. 

 Help children resolve immediate arguments before going to bed. 

 Keep your routine as normal as possible. Upsetting natural routines may make children feel insecure. 

 Mention the test to show you’re interested, but don’t dwell on it. 

 Plan ahead to avoid conflicts on the morning of the test. 

 

The Morning of the Test: 

 Get up early to avoid rushing. Be sure to have your child at school on time. 

 Have your child eat a good breakfast but not a heavy one. Research shows that students do better if they have 

breakfast before they take tests. 

 Have your child dress in something comfortable. 

 Be positive about the test. Acknowledge that tests can be hard and that they’re designed so that no one will 

know all of the answers. Explain that doing your best is what counts. The important thing is to make your child 

comfortable and confident about the test. 

 Assessment Dates Grade(s) 

English Language Arts April 11-14, 2016 3—8 

Mathematics April 18-20, 2016 3—8 

PSSA Science April 26– April 27, 2016 4, 8 


